COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the monthly meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 25th March 2003 there were present: -

Councillors     A. M. Lacey, Mayor

Mrs. J. A. Marrott, Deputy Mayor

Mrs. G. A. Camp

Dr. J. J. Camp





Mrs. M. S. Cox





C. T. Elsmore





C. Lusty





M. S. Morgan

                                                P. A. Morgan

                                                Miss. M. J. Shallcross


                                    M. T. Weston

APOLOGIES for absence were received from County Councillor P. Chamberlain, Councillors C. P. Kay and G. Sindrey and P. C. Rob Dix – Gloucestershire Constabulary.

The minutes of the last meeting of the Council held on Tuesday 25th February 2003 having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor C. Lusty declared an interest in the letter from Churches Together (Correspondence).

Councillor Mrs. G. Camp and Dr. J. Camp declared an interest in 5.2 Coleford Music Festival – Grant Application.

The members took no part in discussion or decision on these matters.

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT SHOWN ON THE AGENDA

238(a)
COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL NEWSLETTER – UPDATE

Councillor C. Lusty informed the meeting that all the newsletters had now been delivered.  He confirmed that the 2nd Coleford Guide Company had received the letter of thanks from the Town Council and he understood that the reply to the invitation to attend the Council Office would be arriving shortly.  Some responses to the newsletter had been received and would be presented to the Council in the near future.

238(b)
FODDC – STANDARDS COMMITTEE (DISPENSATION)


The explanation as to the criteria for dispensation in respect of Village Halls etc

had been received.  It was confirmed that the Town Council representatives on the Buchanan Recreation Ground and the KGV Sports Field would not have a prejudicial interest.

238(c)
WYEDEAN RALLY

Responses to the question of responsibility regarding excess litter following the rally had been received from both the Forest of Dean District Council and Forest Enterprise.  Forest Enterprise stated that they had experienced no noticeable increase on Forestry Commission land.  The District Council had not received any complaints regarding litter generated by the event but agreed to monitor the situation.

239.
LAND SALE ENQUIRY – MILKWALL

Having been previously circulated, members were aware that the legal advice obtained (giving due consideration to all the implications) was to inform the resident that it is not really practical to sell the land to him.

Resolved: To accept the solicitors advice.  The clerk was instructed to inform the resident accordingly.

240.
COLEFORD MUSIC FESTIVAL – GRANT APPLICATION

The audited accounts for 2002 had been received together with an explanation of how this years (Y/E 2004) grant monies would be spent.  A request to fly the festival flag from the Clock Tower for a short period prior to the festival was also made.

Resolved: The clerk was instructed to confirm the sum of £3200.00 will be given towards the festival costs.  Also approval was given to fly the festival flag from the Clock Tower.

241.
KING GEORGE V SPORTS FACILITIES

Notes taken at the meeting held on 20th March 2003 were circulated for members information.

Councillor M. Morgan explained the decision of Broadwell AFC not to renew the licence was directly attributed to two main issues.

1. Broadwell AFC are unable to maintain the pitches to an acceptable standard for match play.  (A condition of the current licence agreement).

2. It has proved impossible to maintain a standard of cleanliness.  With several clubs sharing the facilities none accepts responsibility when the pavilion and changing rooms are left in an unsightly condition and it therefore falls on the shoulders of one or two individuals.

The suggestion to obtain costings from the grasscutting contractor to maintain the area to playing standard and to obtain costings to provide a cleaner on a weekly basis was considered.

Resolved: the clerk to obtain costings for both services for consideration at a future meeting.

            Obtain number of matches both cricket and football expected to be played over    

            period of 1 year.

242.
COLEFORD CEMETERY

Due to the increasing number of “Memorial Gardens” being created in the area designated as lawn area only E. Heal & Sons recommend producing a triplicate set of rules to be signed up to by all parties prior to burial.  It was generally accepted that due to the delicate nature of the issue families would not be asked to remove those memorials already in situ but the trend could not be allowed to continue.

Resolved: Members agreed to produce the triplicate set of rules wef 1/4/2003.

243.
PLANS

The minutes of the Planning Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 11th March having been previously circulated were accepted as a true record and the recommendations agreed accordingly. 

Applicant


Proposals


Recommendations

DF1729/E (P322/03)

Alterations and extension to
No objections.

Windy Ridge,


dwelling.

Grove Road,

Berry Hill,

Coleford.

CAR/ML/DF.1092/3/H

Erection of six pairs of semi-
Councillors requested letter to be

Land at Kings Meade,

detached sheltered housing
sent to District Council.  

Old Station Way,


bungalows (12 in total) to be 
Documentation did not indicate

Coleford.


occupied by persons aged 55
renewal of consent.  Site inspection

years or over.


representative not adequately 

                                                         informed as to status of the




application.

DF12454/A (P378/03)

Alterations and extension to
No objections.
28, Boxbush Road,

dwelling.  (Revised Scheme).

Coleford.

CORRESPONDENCE

244.
G.A.M.H

A thank you letter had been sent to the Chairman for the recent donation he made from the Chairmans Allowance as he had been unable to attend the recent launch event for the 40th Anniversary Appeal.

245.
MERLIN WASTE CONTROL SPECIALISTS

Members were very interested to learn of the new company licensed to collect grade E, clinical waste in the area.  The problem of dog faeces had been discussed in the past but the collection and subsequent disposal from provided bins had always been an issue.


Resolved: The clerk was instructed to obtain costings for the service.

246.
DIANA ORGAN MP – RE LOCAL PLAN INQUIRY


This matter was dealt with during the Annual Assembly earlier in the evening (see 

Whitecliff Brook).

247.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COMMUNITY HEALTH COUNCIL

Members were asked to note that the Community Health Council is visiting Bream Community Centre on Wednesday 9th April 2003 1.30pm – 3.00pm.

248.
COLEFORD CHURCHES TOGETHER – CHRISTIAN AID

Request for permission to place a stall on Clock Tower – Saturday 17th May 2003 8am – 1pm to raise funds for Christian Aid.

Resolved: Permission granted.

249.
FOD FARMERS MARKETS

Members were asked to consider if they would be interested in purchasing the storage container at the King George V Sports Field currently owned by the FOD Farmers Market Committee.  The clerk confirmed that a budget had been allocated (Y/E 2004) for the purchase of much needed storage facilities.

Resolved: The clerk to negotiate the asking price and put on agenda for consideration at next meeting.

250.
MEMBERS REPORTS

Councillor M. Morgan – Town Council representatives on the HERS Committee had been informed at the last meeting of the underspend of some £20,000.00 (Y/E 2003).  Councillor Morgan stated that the Town Council should surely receive a percentage of their contribution of £6,000.00 back.  Members agreed.

The clerk was instructed to write to Mr. Bill Cronin at the District Council to request a refund accordingly.

Councillor M. Shallcross – reported on the recent Halls Charity meeting.  The trustees continued to act as diligently as ever.  Several applications had been considered but fell outside the criteria.  New trustees would need to be appointed following the election.

Councillor M. Cox – the Coleford Partnership is becoming more organised.  The status of the theme groups is evolving.  At the recent MCTI seminar for the South West region in Tiverton it became clear that projects undertaken must relate wholly to the vision and the strategy of the initiative.  Problems at county level are holding up progress in relation to the Community Centre.  Following the elections the Partnership representatives from the Town Council will also need to be identified.

Councillor P. Morgan – extreme concern was voiced by Councillor Morgan regarding the traffic lights at Five Acres.  A recent fatal accident had reaffirmed fears that the filter lane system at the junction was restricting motorists views when turning.  A four way sequence was called for and whilst it was accepted that this would cause congestion it was preferable to more serious accidents.  Councillor G. Camp stressed that this issue had also been identified at a road safety liaison meeting recently.

The clerk was asked to write to the County Council, Mr. Gary Handley the Road Safety Liaison Officer and place on the agenda for the forthcoming Highway And Traffic meeting.

Councillor J. Marrott – reported on attending the Gloucester Market Towns Forum on 26th February at the University of Gloucestershire which consisted of 3 meetings in one.

1.  To report back to SWRDA on how SRB4 had gone and the effect of Market 

     Towns Forum on towns.

2.  Launch of Gloucester Market Towns Forum website which is “Town2Town” 

     developed by UK villages.  Also Launch of Bee Lines information kit partly 

     sponsored by BBC.

3.  Demo of Gloucestershire foods followed by general forum update on progress 

     and general dissemination of information.

Councillor Marrott had also attended the Coalway and Broadwell PFR Launch to agencies.

251.
IN COMMITTEE REPORTS

The following items were discussed: -


Recruitment Update – Report from Office Committee


Police Update


Tenders – Grasscutting Contract

252.
ACCOUNTS
There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.55pm.

251.
IN COMMITTEE REPORTS


OFFICE SUB COMMITTEE – RECRUITMENT UPDATE

The chairman advised the meeting that as a result of the recent interviews a candidate had been chosen.

Discussion took place regarding the starting salary.  The clerk reminded members of the need to have a qualified clerk if the Council intends to pursue Quality Council Status.

Resolved: The clerk was instructed to write to Mrs. V. Mitchell offering her the position, subject to the following

1. There will be a six-month probationary period.

2. The starting salary will be Scale 25 subject to review after the successful completion of the probationary period.

3. The training required to meet “Quality Council” status will be undertaken.  If at any time during the training or within 12 months of obtaining the Certificate of Higher Education in Local Policy Studies (if this is deemed to be the required qualification) the employee leaves the Town Council, reimbursement of training fees will be required.

POLICE UPDATE – P. C. ROB DIX

An email from P. C. Dix explained his absence from the meeting.  It was not known when he would be available to attend in the future due to duties elsewhere.

SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENT BETWEEN PARISH COUNCILS AND FOREST SOUTH INA

A letter from Inspector Keith Desbois explained that it was not a good use of scarce resources for an officer to attend each and every one of the 135 meetings held each year by Parish Councils.  In an effect to improve arrangements for communication it was suggested that the police clerk forward an update of incidents and crimes committed within the area prior to monthly meetings.  If these raise questions or if the Town Council would like an officer to attend to answer specific issues every effort would be made to provide an officer.

The members were aware that they were fortunate to have an excellent relationship with P. C. Dix who often attended the monthly meetings when he was officially off duty.  It was not clear from the above if this arrangement was about to cease.

The clerk had received an emailed update of the latest crime figures as follows:-

February 2003 

Violent Crime


5

Theft of motor vehicle
2

Burglary Dwelling

1

Criminal Damage

8

Theft from Motor Vehicle
7

Possession of Drugs

2

The clerk was instructed to reply to Inspector Desbois stating that the Town Council looked forward to continuing the relationship with P. C. Dix.  Alternatively members would like to meet the Inspector on a quarterly basis.  Meetings could be held at the Coleford Police Station.  Members recalled that in the past quarterly meetings with previous Inspectors at the Police Station had been very productive.

TENDERS – GRASSCUTTING CONTRACT

*(COUNCILLOR M. WESTON DECLARED AN INTEREST AND LEFT THE ROOM)

The Tenders were opened by the Chairman.  Of the 8 received 3 were within the remit of the budget.








Amount per cut

P. Adams

Contract 1


107.25







Contract 2


480.90

588.15 Total

Mowtech

Contract 1


145.00




Contract 2


455.00

600.00 Total

W. J. Baker

Contract 1


110.00

Contracting

Contract 2


590.00

700.00 Total

The Contract was awarded to P. J. & P. D. Adams.

The clerk was instructed to notify Mr. Adams accordingly.

252.
ACCOUNTS

1919 British Gas – office






90.75

1920 J. Marrott – travelling expenses





20.75

1921 npower – underfloor lighting





71.71

1923 FOD Review – recruitment ad (wk 1)




71.56

1924 Chancellor Formecon – Health & Safety Law Starter Pack

99.95

1925 OfficeStar – copier paper





12.91

1926 RJ Contracting – disposal of boiler KGV



47.00

1927 Shane Ball – Town Centre flowers



          193.67

1928 C. Grail – Bus shelter cleaning





30.00

1929 F. J. Thomas – Bus shelter cleaning




90.00

1930 Mrs. Roberts – Bus shelter cleaning




30.00

1931 G. White – Bus shelter cleaning




40.00

1932 FODDC – Cemetery rates 1/4/03 – 31/3/04


          264.78

1933 FODDC – Office rates April 03




          111.00

1934 C. Bath Settlement – April – June 03



        3231.25

1935 FOD Review – recruitment ad (2nd wk)




71.56

1936 E. Heal & Sons – Bronze Plaques



          611.00

1937 E. Heal & Sons – emptying bins Nov – Feb


          141.00

1938 E. Heal & Sons – Grave digging



        1016.25

1939 Universal Marketing Dept  - 2003 Events leaflet

          117.50

1940 Petty Cash







50.00

1942 S. A. Pritchard






        1192.49

1943 C. Wilkins (448.87 + 81.66)




          530.53

1944 GCC Pensions






          412.96

1945 Coleford Carnival of Transport – Grant



        1000.00

1946 Inland Revenue – PAYE




          463.75

1947 Cygnet Design & Print – Town Centre Events Leaflet

          947.00

1948 G E Capital Finance – photocopier 1/5/03 – 31/7/03

          235.00

1949 Gloucestershire Media – Annual Assembly Notice

          110.92

INCOME

Higher Interest Account

10/03/03 Gross Credit Interest




          187.66

17/03/03 Norwich Union






40.92


27/03/03 Norwich Union






12.13

Current Account

06/03/03 Ernest Heal & Sons (Fennell)



          120.00

20/03/03 Ernest Heal & Sons (Weaver/Prisk/Fennell)

          352.00

21/03/03 Broadwell AFC rent  May – Oct 2002             

          200.00

There being no other business the meeting closed at 8.55pm.
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